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Proposed Ghanges to Roadway Designations

There are three systems of Roads Maintained by Aitkin County:

1. CountyState-Aid Highway (CSAH)

o 382 mites

i. 250 miles paved

ii. 132 mites gravel-surfaced

o Generatty higher traffic
o Secondary roads that connect other secondary roads and major highway

corridors

2. County Roads (CR)

o 135 mites

i. 27 mites paved

ii. 108 mil,es gravet-surfaced

o Generattytowertraffic
o Secondary roads that connect other secondary roads and major highway

corridors

3. Unorganized Township Roads

o 38 mites, atl gravet-surfaced

o Generatty locat, very low votume roads that are used primarity for [oca[ traffic
o Often are dead-end roads

Ghange the Designation of CSAH and CR Routes

There are two main reasons for the proposal to change the designation of CSAH and

CR routes at this time. First, in the comingyears, CSAH 5 through the Kimberty area witt be

improved to a paved route with a sequence of projects in 2026 and 2028. When

completed, the continuous improved route between CSAH 4 andTH210 witt consist of 3.1

miles of CR 53 and 4.7 mites of CSAH 5. For route continuity, CSAH 5 shoutd fottow the

improved route to/from CSAH 4 rather than meandering through 6 mites of graveted surface

road between CR 53 and State Highway 47. Upon the changed designation, CSAH 5 woutd

be a continuous paved route between CSAH 4 and State Highway 210. The existing

segment of CSAH 5 from CR 53 to TH 47 woul,d become a county road. This change woutd

resutt in a net reduction of 3.6 mites to our CSAH system

The second reason invotves CR 51, which is a 4.9 mite segment of gravel surfaced

road between TH 18 in Weatthwood and CSAH 28. lt's tikety that the first phase of
construction to improve this segment to a paved road witl be inctuded in our S-year Capital,

Road lmprovement Ptan within the next two years. lf this route were to remain as a county



road designation, the two-phase, $6 miLtion project would require either an extended

period of time to pay for it with LocaI tevy funds or a significant increase to the $740,000
that we levy annuatl,y for county road improvements. Changing this route to a CSAH route

and being abte to utitize CSAH funding wit[ attow the improvement of this segment to be

compteted sooner and at a lower cost to Aitkin County property owners. Because of it's

location on the highway system in that area, it fits verywetl on the CSAH system. Changing

this 4.9-mite route to a CSAH route, combined with the 3.6-mite reduction from CSAH 5 as

outtined previoustywoutd resutt in a net 1.3-mite addition to our CSAH system.

Simpty adding miteage to our CSAH system is not a feasibte option, as state-aid

rutes require a process whereby the County Engineers Screening Board scrutinizes any

mil,eage request. Being granted an addition a|1.2 mites is extremety untikety since Aitkin

County atready has a targe CSAH system compared to the size of our CR system.

Therefore, additional. changes would be needed to achieve a zero net gain of CSAH

mileage. The proposaI to accomplish this with further changing the designation of CSAH

26, CR 75, and CR 81, is outtined as fottows:

Change 15.8 mites from CSAH to CR:

a. 5.7 mites of CSAH 5 to CR 55

b. 1.0 mite of CSAH 5 to CR 50

c. 9.1 mil.es of CSAH 26 to CR 51

Change 15.8 mites from CR to CSAH:

a. 3.1 mil,es of CR 53 to CSAH 5

b. 4.9 mil.es of CR 51 to CSAH 42

c. 6.8 mil,es of CR 75 to CSAH 27

d. 1.0 mil,es of CR 81 to CSAH 43

The attached map shows these changed designations. Note that the 4.2 mile segment

of CSAH 34 from CSAH 2 to CR 75 woul,d also be re-numbered to CSAH 27 tor continuity.

Change the Designation of GR and Unorganized Township Routes

There are two unorganized township routes in Unorganized Townships 52-24 and 52-

27 lhal cafty significant votumes of thru-traffic and connect secondary roads and major

highway corridors. Both of these routes need significant gravet road improvements that are

difficutt to comptete with very [imited unorganized township funds.

There are atso two segments of CR 68 in Unorganized Townships 50-26 and 5Q-27

that are dead-end locaI routes and carry primarity locat traffic. Both of these routes would



be more appropriatety designated as unorganized township roads. Note that the middte
portion of CR 68 from State Highway 169 to CSAH 29 wouLd remain as a CR.

The proposed changes to the CR and Unorganized Township road systems are

summarized as fottows:

Ghange 4.0 mil,es from Unorganized Township to CR:

a. 2 mites of 420'h Avenue (Mitter Road)from CR 67 to State Highway 200 in

Unorganized Township 52-27 to CR 52

b. 2 mites of 250th Avenue (Rabey road)from State Highway 200 to ltasca CR 448 in

Unorganized Township 52-24 to CR 53

Ghange 3.2 mites from CR to Unorganized Township:

a. 2 mites of CR 68 (540th Lane)from CSAH 29lo 410th Lane in Unorganized Township

50-27

b. 1 .2 mil,es of CR 68 (540th Lane) from US Hwy 169 to end of road in Unorganized

Township 50-26

The attached map shows these system revisions.

Addition of CR route

Access to our Gun Lake Pit incl.udes an 0.6-mite segment of 439th Lane from 309th Place to
CH 5. Much of this road has an extensive history dating back to 1988 oieasements being

granted, a cartway being estabtished by Fteming Township, and recent court action to grant

legaI access to properties on the north side of Witkins Lake. Ongoing maintenance of this
road is a combination of work done by Aitkin County as a pit access road, with other private

individual,s atso performingvarious maintenance activities. To cl.arify access to the Gun

Lake Pit and to attow maintenance of this road by Aitkin County, designation of this 0.6 mite

segment as a county road is being requested.

Designate 0.6 mite of private road to CR:

a. 0.6 mil,es of private road from 309th Ptace to CSAH 5 as CR 78

The attached map shows this system revision.
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